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GIVING THANKS FOR HIS GOODNESS

* To God be the glory for all the blessings of &t I3 months!

* We're grateful for open doors in various meetings!

* We give thanks for continued good health and playsitength!
GIVING THANKS FOR HIS SALVATION

* How wonderful that Jesus came into this world tessinners!
* We’re thankful for His saving work in our own hesaand lives!
* We rejoice in the multiple professions witnessethia quarter!
GIVING THANKS FOR HIS PEOPLE

* Thank you for your constant prayers and suppattisfministry!
* Thank you for allowing us to be part of your liveasd churches!

» Thank you for all the encouraging words and actions Akaisha & Tom
Date Church Location Pastor

Nov. 2-4 Cayce Creek Baptist Church ChessC Rev. Gary Adkins
Nov. 5 Liberty Baptist Church Carnesville, GA Rev. Todd West
Nov. 6-9 AM Mt. Harmony Baptist Church BostitC Rev. Robert Bradley
Nov. 10-14 Jones Gap Baptist Church HenderdenNC Rev. Curtis Pace
Nov. 16-18 Chauga Baptist Church Westmin§er, Rev. Ricky McFarlin
Nov. 23-25 W. Jacksonville Baptist Church Jacksonville, FL Rev. Rodney Kelley
Nov. 26 Double Island Baptist Church Burnsville, NC Rev. Rick Woody
Nov. 30-Dec.2 Trinity Baptist Church WedlifieNC Rev. Tommy Nichols
Dec. 4-5 Bishop Branch Baptist Church Centtdl Dr. Luther Price
Dec. 7-9 River Hill Baptist Church Fulton, MS  Rev. Allen Gullick
Dec. 10 AM Copperas Branch Baptist Church fes@eburg, TN Rev. Bob Weldon
Dec 18 19 21 Palmetto Baptist Temple Colum$(a, Rev. Darrell Wood
Dec. 28-31 E. Hendersonville Baptist Church  Hesoleville, NC Rev. Carroll Poole
Jan. 4-6 Hico Baptist Church Graha@, N Rev. Denny Wall
Jan. 8-11 AM Big Level Baptist Church ilINBpring, NC Rev. Robert Orr
Jan. 11 PM-14 Mt. Pleasant Baptist Churc Spartanburg, SC  Rev. Charlie Glover
Jan. 18-20 Yancey St. Baptist Church Mario@, N Rev. Dean Owenby
Jan. 23-25 Bayou Dr. Baptist Church Alvin, TX Rev. Shawn Nichols




Series: Portraits of God and His People Study #3

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesunto good works, which God hath befor
ordained that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2:10).

Several years ago | was blessed to be in the hémbat | thought to be one of the best
fathers | had ever met. It wasn'’t his new cargjasn’t his expensive clothing; it wasn't his
beautiful home; it was the way he fathered hisdrhit that got my attention. He seemed to alwa
say and do the right things in the right way atright time.

Having seen a portrait of God as a Poet and &Rtk last words of our text, “which Gqg
hath before ordained that we should walk in thamyeil a portrait of God as a Parent. To quotg
my long-time friend and fellow-evangelist, Miltoraylor, “There’s no Father like our Father; an
there’s no people like God’s people.”

This statement confronts us in a general way with:

1. The Overseeing Wisdom Of Our Father

God has never done anything with a wrong motiveuspose. Everything He does is
filtered through His perfect knowledge and wisd@ur Father knows our inclination&s was
declared earlier in this chapter, we are all fallBmers prone to impurity (see 2:1, 2). Yet, God
His infinite wisdom, knowing our inclinations arereupt, still purposed to bring “good works” oy
of our lives.Our Father knows our inadequacigdthough we have been “quickened” (2:5) by H
power, at our best we all have many limitationst, fespite of coming short of the glory of God,
coming short of other’s expectations, and our oapes, God still included us in His purposes.
Our Father knows our interestsle knows our skills, our abilities, the zone ihigh we can
operate, the world in which we fit. As a good fathants the best for his children, so our infinjiteg
wise Father has worked so that we could fit in pi&.

More specifically, the statement at hand setfort

2. The Ordained Works Of Our Father

The word “ordained” might be rendered “preparetys indicating that God made
preparations for us in this world. While we canexplain all the happenings of life, we must loo
beyond our circumstances and see our Father dhritiee. He has something special in mind!
God’s preparations involve His plalVe all have done many things that we regret. Bud Gas
never done anything off the cuff; on the spur e&f thoment; He has a plan and He is working al
things “after the counsel of His own will” (1:1330d’s preparations involve His path&/hat He

planned is manifested in real life. He steppedobtite eternal sphere and put His plan to work in

our little worlds.God’s preparations involve His passiddur Father has feelings for us. How
silly, then, for us to fight the circumstances &agpenings of life. We must realize that even thg

negatives of life are being used as heavenly sgedfia conform us more to the image of Christ.

The last few words make us aware of:

3. The Ordered Walk Of Our Father

Since it is not stated in the text, how do we krimw we are to walk? Exactly where do
we find God’s orders about life? The answer isdfolel. We have the laws of the Scripturéhe
Bible is more than a book to carry to church onddyn In the Word, we have God'’s divine laws
and guidelines for life and practice (see Psa.ld®):We have the life of the Savi&@ince His life
is perfect, He is the only true example. His pea@pteto “follow,” Simon Peter tells us, “in His
steps” (1 Pet. 2:24We have the leadership of the Spifihe Holy Spirit leads every believer (se
Rom. 8:14). And, we can be sure that He will ngake us down a wrong path. He always lead
in “the land of uprightness” (Psa. 143:10).

My dear friend, Pastor Chester Owenby, is a mastgrenter. Although the day will com
when he cannot work as he has in the past, hedgltess replacements. When his boys, David §
Michael, were young, he brought them to the woessénd trained them to be excellent carpent
Somehow, in God’s providence, he saw their futmeb \gisely led them in his paths.

This verse not only portrays God as a Poet ardRtter, but also portrays Him as a
Parent. Our heavenly Father, in overseeing wisdodained paths in which we should walk. An
what a good Father He is! May our light so shira then will see our “good works” and “glorify’
our “Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).
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“Ask, and it
shall be given
you; seek
and ye shall
find; knock,

and it shall
be opened
unto you”

(Luke 11:9).



