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GREETINGS!

After another birthday (57); after many wonderful revival meetings and
conferencesafterafew morelost soulshavebeenregeneratedafter
fellowshipping with the Lord@® special people here and there; after alot of
miles behind me; after al the snow and the ice of winter; after aweek off
under doctor® orders; after trials and blessings; | greet you all again in
Jesus@ame!

(picture of Tom & his mother)

“If ye shall ask anything in My name, I will do it” (John 14:14).




The God Who Answers Prayer

“But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard,; and thy wife Elizabeth
shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John" (Luke 1:13).

A Quaker, while preaching in the open air, was confronted by a man who mocked the
reality of a God who heard and answered prayer. The Quaker paused and asked the troublemaker,
CFriend, dost thou pray?OHis response was, ONo, of course not! OQuite candidly, the Quaker
asked, Orhen, what dost thou know about it?0To saytheleast,the scofferwas silenced.

The God of the Bible is O'he God Who Answers Prayer! OThis chapter, Luke 1, illustrates
this big truth. A Qoriest named ZachariasO(1:5) was ministering in the temple and Qhere appeared
unto him an angel of the LordO(1:11), who said unto him, GFear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is
heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name JohnO(1:13).

Using the phrase Qhy prayer is heardOas our hub emphasis, let@ wrap the chapter around
this theme and observe the divine operation in this matter. First, we are made aware of:

1. The Guidelines God Sets In Answering Prayer

God does not answer every prayer! Yet, if our prayer is made within the divine
perimeters, He does hear and answer prayer. Threeguidelinesareevidentin thefirst division
(Luke 1:5-17), one being that God answers prayer through His own channels. He notonly chooses
the way He will answer prayer, but the people (Zacharias & Elizabeth), the channels through
which He is pleased to work. Another guideline is that God answers prayer in His own time.
Apparently, in days past, Zacharias and his wife had poured out their souls to God. Now, God was
pleased to answer their prayer. As Matthew Henry observed, QPrayers of faith are filed in heaven,
and are not forgotten, though the thing prayed for is not presentlygiven.QAlso, Godanswers
prayer according to His own will. John@ greatness, lifestyle, and enduement had been determined.
The Lord had not only chosen his name, QlohnO(1:13), but plannedhis successfuministry. We
must remember that prayer is not bringing God into our will, but God bringing us into His will!
Furthermore, notice:

2. The Grace God Shows In Answering Prayer

All the operations of God are operations of grace. When God answers prayer, then, it is
not that we have squeezed something out of God, but that God is being gracious and revealing
favor to His people. God answers our prayers in spite of the hesitancies. Although The Lord
assured Zacharias that his prayer had would be answered (see 1:13), he was hesitant to believe
God would answer his prayer. Thankfully, the LORD doesnCanswerprayer becaus®f us! He
answes prayerin spiteof us! Also, Godanswerour prayersin spite of the hindrances. Elisabeth
was (rarrenO(1:6), and past her child-bearing years. However, there were no limitations on God.
He revealed His grace and CElisabeth conceivedO(1:24). In spite of the seemingly insurmountable
odds, God is often gracious in hearing and answering our prayers. Aswell, God answers prayer in
spite of the hour. Because Jesus, the Light, had not yet come, spiritual darkness and deadness
prevailed in the hour of John@ conception and birth. Thank God, He shows His grace and answers
prayer in spite of unbecoming circumstances. Finaly, let uslook at:

3. The Glory God Shares In Answering Prayer

Grace always leads to glory! Thomas Watson wrote, Orhe Kingdom of grace is nothing
but . . . the beginning of the Kingdom of glory.Oln the next division of this chapter, we see the
glory of God manifested in the family. Not only did the family of kinfolks rejoice (see 1:58), but
when Zacharias confirmed that the boy@ name was QJohnO(1:64), the fear of God Gtame on all
that dwelt round about themO(1:65). When one member is helped, the entire family of faith is
encouraged. Also, the glory was returned to the Father. When ZachariasOOnouth was opened . . .
he spake, and praised GodO(1:64). Unbelief had caused him to be silent for nine months, but now,
in faith, He gave God glory! The primary reason the glory of God is revealed is that God, Himself,
may be glorified! The last few versesindicate that the glory isaso for the future. Another day was
coming! The glory of God, which would be embodied in Jesus, would be further revealed in the
future. The eternalGodworksfrom eternity to eternity, and, in answering prayer, He privileges us
to be brought into His purposes. May we continue to seek His face! Somewhere, Orhe God Who
Answess PrayerOwill be pleased to work in our lives for His glory and His honor. Amen.
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